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Glasshouse Country Christian College’s vision is encapsulated in our 
mission statement: 

 

“The College seeks to work together with parents and will 
endeavour to provide the human and practical resources, the environment, the 
encouragement and opportunities to develop the gifts and talents God has given their 
children so that they may respond to and fulfill the call of God in their lives and become 
all God wants them to be.” 
 

Our aim is to be a school which will walk beside our students on their educational journey helping 
them to develop in integrity and Christian character.  Our values are GREAT: 
 
� odliness 
� espect 
� xcellence 
� ttitude     
� eachability 
 
We believe that our mission statement and values will be the building blocks for students to 
become responsible decision makers in their adult lives.  Over the past twelve months the staff of 
Glasshouse Country Christian College has worked together to ensure that students in our school 
have every opportunity to reach their personal best educationally and to grow in character 
development.   
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The continued development of our foundational appro ach to literacy 
from Year 1 - Year 6.   
Through diagnostic testing we have been able to identify the instructional level for groups of 
students in Years 1 – 6 to assist children to move through the 12 levels of the phonetic 
hierarchy used in the English language.  We believe that this approach to reading, linked with 
some aspects of a whole language approach will provide an ideal framework for success.  
Learning to read is like learning to ride a bike.  It doesn’t happen for most children without 
learning the skills involved – and they need to be taught in a systematic way from the basic 
consonant sounds and short vowels in Preparatory and Year 1, to Greek and Latin roots and 
more difficult suffixes in the upper primary year levels. 
 
We believe that “Home Readers” are an integral part of 
any literacy programme and students at Glasshouse 
Country Christian College take readers home on a 
regular basis.  This allows parents and guardians to be 
aware of their children’s progress and gives opportunity 
to spend time reading with them on a regular basis. 
Some aspects of our literacy programme (writing and 
spelling) have been under review throughout 2006 and 
decisions will be made in 2007 regarding future 
directions.  A Scope and Sequence document is being 
prepared by our Curriculum Committee to develop a 
whole school approach to literacy.   
 
 
The Development of a Policy for Maths Algorithms (Y ear 1-7) 
In 2006 College staff produced a policy on maths algorithms 
from the Junior College to Upper Primary.  This document shows 
the development of the four operations (addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division) throughout each year level and 
includes the suggested setting out for each.  This will be refined 
and developed further during 2007 as a supplement to the GO 
MATHS programme, which tends to focus more on strategies for 
mental calculations rather than formal setting out of the four 
operations.  This was identified as an area which needed 
improvement during early 2006. 
 
 
The Introduction of “Curriculum Organizer” 
Other curriculum areas have been refined by the introduction of a computer programme 
called Curriculum Organizer.  This programme contains a Scope and Sequence across year 
levels for the KLA’s (Key Learning Areas) in the Queensland Studies Authority syllabus 
documents which are the basis for all College educational programmes.  The development of 
the Curriculum Organizer by College staff will allow teachers to plan programmes and map 
student outcomes from year to year. 
 
 
Improvements to the Oval & The Construction of Prac tice Nets for 
Cricket 
Further development of the College oval now includes practice nets for cricket.  The College 
Parents and Friends Association (P&F) provided funds in 2006 to complete a considerable 
amount of work to improve the oval.  This involved aerating the soil, and the infusion of sand 
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to soften the surface and the fertilization of the grass based on the results of comprehensive 
soil testing.  We continue to be indebted to our College P & F for the incredible support they 
give to staff and students throughout the year, in the provision of equipment, facilities, 
teaching resources and a variety of services like providing tuckshop. 
 
 
Construction of Classroom Facilities 
The construction of a further 4 secondary GLA’s (General Learning Areas) and our 
preparatory building, completed Stage 4 of the College’s master plan.  Building commenced 
early in 2006 and was completed by the due date which allowed staff, students and parents 
to work side by side at a very successful Working Bee to relocate all the preparatory 
equipment, furniture and resources to the new building for our Prep Open Day at the end of 
2006.  We believe that our new prep building with its functional design, covered outdoor play 
area, cutting edge technology including interactive white boards and provision for a slide 
presentation of weekly student activities, is a “State of the Art” complex which will enhance 
the excellence in teaching which has been an integral part of our prep programme for so 
many years. 
The four secondary classrooms constructed in 2006 have been designed for a more flexible 
delivery of curriculum.  The operable wall upstairs allows for the 2 classrooms to easily 
become one large room to cater for a variety of different activities and innovative pedagogy.       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Technology 
The end of 2006 saw an incredible number of innovations and improvements in technology at 
the College. 
 
An increase in the number of computers (an additional 50 laptops and 30 desktops) means 
that our students have incredible access to technology.  In addition to this, interactive white 
boards have been installed in 6 classrooms throughout the College (Prep to Year 10) and an 
additional 9 data projectors have also been installed in secondary classrooms.  On the whole, 

Glasshouse Country Christian College is in a very 
strong position to provide excellence in terms of 
technology. The College currently has a student 
computer ratio which is consistent with State 
recommendations.  An IT Coordinator is now 
employed on a 3 day a week basis and all computers 
are networked. There are a number of desktops in 
each classroom.  The new computer laboratory 
contains 30 new computers and a data projector.  This 
is ‘cutting edge’ technology which provides 
Glasshouse Country Christian College students with 

the latest technology available.  
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The Renovation and Refurbishing of 
Administration Building 
The remodeling of one of the College’s classrooms, 
which adjoined the old Admin area, has provided a very 
functional new Administration building which was 
completed for the beginning of the 2006 school year.  
This new facility includes offices for principal, deputy 
principal, business manager, a general purpose office, a 
larger staff room with workstations for support staff, as 
well as front reception and a student reception area.  
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     Enrolments (August 2006) 
 

Year Males Females Total 

Prep 25 22 47 

Year 1 21 15 36 

Year 2 18 13 31 

Year 3 13 20 33 

Year 4 20 20 40 

Year 5 18 15 33 

Year 6 18 21 39 

Year 7 11 11 22 

Year 8 16 10 26 

Year 9 13 14 27 

TOTAL   334 

 
Over the 2005/2006 school year there has been a growth of 44% (August 2005 to August 
2006).  Enrolments for the State Census in February 2007 were 389. 
 
The College will introduce Year 10 in 2007, Year 11 in 2008, and Year 12 in 2009. 
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 Lower Primary Years  
English, Maths, Study of Society and Environment, Science, Health and Physical Education, 
Art, IT, Music, Sport, Drama, Christian Studies, LOTE (French) and Chapel. 
 
 Middle & Upper Primary Years  
English, Maths, Study of Society and Environment, Science, Health and Physical Education, 
Art, Music, Sport, Information Technology Studies, Christian Studies, LOTE (French) and 
Chapel. All primary subjects are taught from a Christian world view. 
 
Middle School Years 7—9 (2006) 
Core subjects 
- Humanities (English, SOSE) 
- Maths and Science 
- Christian Studies, Life Long Learning and Life Groups. 
 
Additional subjects/electives 
Manual Arts and Graphics, Home Economics, Drama, Music, LOTE (French), Business 
Studies, Computer Studies, Art, HPE, Sport. 
 
 In 2006 year 7 and 8 students engaged in a number of projects throughout the year.  These 
projects provide a context to develop an idea or explore a problem which is of interest to the 
students.  As a result of one of the projects in 2006, a bike path has been constructed from 
Glasshouse Mountains to Beerwah.  This has been an incredible real life opportunity for 
students to learn that they can be positive agents of change and that they can actually 
influence councils and governments. 
 
 
Music Department  
This department offers choir, recorder group, band (including strings, guitar, flute, keyboard, 
trumpet and clarinet) and vocal group.  Year 3 students were involved in the highly successful 
Smart Strings violin programme. Student participation in music at the College is very high, 
and for this stage of our development we are offering a wide range of options.  At the start of 
each year students are given the opportunity to use a College instrument to allow them to 
take private lessons and become part of the band.  This allows families to give their children 
the opportunity to receive tuition in a particular instrument as a 12 month trial before having to 
purchase the instrument themselves, which enables them to gauge the student’s commitment 
to that instrument. 
 
From 2007 an extensive specialist instrumental programme is being offered to students from 
Year 3. 
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Dance Group, Choir and Vocal Group 
These groups perform at Chapel, in community concerts and on Open Day.  We look 
forward to developing these aspects of our performing arts programme as our Secondary 
College is extended through to Year 12. 
 

 
 

Robotics  
In 2006 the College entered a number of teams in 
the University of Queensland’s Robotics Competition 
in August. Student participation in robotics is 
increasing each year with a number of teachers on 
staff who have an interest in robotics. 
 
 
 

Sporting Activities 
During 2006 Students participated in the College Swimming 
and Athletics carnivals and Cross Country activities.  A 
number of students were selected to compete in district and 
regional sporting events.  The College also fielded teams in 
the following sports: softball, netball, touch football, soccer 

and Australian Rules football. A sports dinner was held to honour those students who 
have participated in sporting activities throughout the  
year. 
 

           
 
Student Leaders  
Last year in addition to School Captains (Primary and Middle School) we extended 
aspects of student leadership to include a Student Council and Executive Council. 
Our desire is that the following outcomes will be learned through the Student Council process: an 
understanding of the democratic process; an understanding of the difficulties a democratic 
process poses; who makes a good leader (and who doesn’t); how to make sure everyone 
has the opportunity to have their say; how difficult it is to please everyone; how important 
it is to listen to other members; how ideas can become a reality. 
 
The process with Student Council is that class representatives bring ideas back to their 
own class and after discussions, take class decision back to the next Student Council 

Gifted and Talented  
The College’s Gifted and Talented programme provides 
opportunities for a number of students who have been 
identified for enrichment tasks.  A programme is being 
developed to offer these students every opportunity to be 
challenged and extended in their area of giftedness.  In Term 
1 of each year teachers are asked to submit the names of 
student who may be eligible for this group.  Students may be 
identified in a number of different areas including Maths, 
Science and English including writing. 

 



.�����
 

meeting.  Captains were also elected from each of the house teams (Bluegum Blues, 
Mahogany Reds and Tallowood Greens) for the Junior College (year 3), Primary College 
(year 6) and Middle School (year 9). 
 We are grateful to our Student Council for initiating the purchase of our new locked 
notice board.  
 
 
Year 9 Camp – 2006  

Last year our first cohort of Year 9 students 
travelled to New South Wales for a life-changing 
leadership camp at Pindari (Emu Gully).  This camp 
gave our students the opportunity for natural leaders 
to emerge in a context which was far from a normal 
classroom or school environment.  Activities 
included camping, hiking, canoeing, driving off-road 
buggies, GPS navigation and map reading, and 
night navigation.  

 
Every College Year 9 group will be given the 
opportunity to experience this leadership camp at 
Pindari.  We were delighted by the positive 
comments about our students which were passed 
on to us by the staff at Pindari. 
A College Camping Programme has been 
developed for students in Years 5, 7, 9 & 11.  We 
will be offering an exciting safe alternative to 
schoolies week for our 2009 Year 12 students which 

will give them an opportunity to holiday with Scripture Union leaders at Airlie Beach, 
Europe, Sabah or Fiji. 
     
 
Open Day 
Once again Open Day 2006 was a showcase for College activities and classroom work.  
College families and the wider community joined together to celebrate the achievements 
of each class and secondary department. Our annual Open Day is expanding each year 
and is raising the profile of the College and student achievement not only in this area but 
in the Caboolture, Morayfield, Wamuran, Maleny, Elimbah and Mooloolah areas as well. 
 
    
 

    
 

 
 

Focus on the Family  
As a family-centered school, Glasshouse 
Country Christian College offers a Growing 
Families Australia parenting course for all 
new parents of the College.  This 
comprehensive course is called “Upon the 
Virtuous Path” and is designed to train up 
young people who are both morally 
responsible and biblically responsive. 
In 2006, 2 groups of parents completed this 
16 week course a third group took part in 
another programme aimed at reaching the 
heart of your teenage children. 
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      Bastille Day                      Career Expo  
 

     
 
 

 
Anzac Day March 
Once again in 2006 the College representation at the Beerwah Anzac Day March was 
overwhelming.  Your support of this annual event is an expression of the national pride and 
respect of the families of the College.  
 
 
Appointment of College Chaplain 
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The College encourages parental involvement in many aspects of the school including: 
attendance and support of the P&F, running o f the Tuck Shop, participation in organised 
schooling activities, classroom interaction and assistance in areas such as the library. 
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Great effort is taken by the College to ensure that all of our teachers are both highly qualified, 
skilled, committed and passionate about working in the field of teaching and working at GCCC in 
particular. 
 
At present there are a number of different types of qualifications held, in various combinations 
and fields, by the teaching staff: __ Masters, __ Bachelor Degrees, __ Diplomas, and __ 
Certificates. 
 
The proportion of teaching staff retained from last year was ___  and the average staff 
attendance rate for the year was ___   
 

In 2006 a College Chaplain was appointed 2 days a 
week for the first time to provide pastoral care for 
students, staff and College families.  The Chaplain’s 
role includes walking alongside students by spending 
time with them in a formal way (LIFE Classes) and in 
a more informal way during morning tea and lunch 
breaks.  Leading Chapel and the development of 
worship teams is an integral part of the Chaplain’s 
role.   
Students and parents may request an appointment 
with the Chaplain at any time if required 
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The Provision of Professional Development for Staff  
Ninety percent of staff members – both teaching and non-teaching – have participated in some 
form of professional development at staff meetings or elsewhere during the past 12 months.  This 
professional development has included training in student welfare, workplace health and safety 
issues, child protection, curriculum areas, QCAR assessment tasks, numeracy and literacy, HPE, 
the new Queensland Certificate of Education and preparation for Years 11 and 12 Senior 
Programmes.  During 2006 the College executive held meetings with a number of organizations 
to form partnerships in providing future opportunities for our senior students.  These include work 
experience in 2007, and school based apprenticeships and traineeships (2008). 
A number of College staff completed an on-line first aid course during 2006 and professional 
development continues to be the focus of pupil free days throughout each year.  
 
The total average expenditure on professional development per teacher for the year was ____. 
Many of the activities did not incur a direct expense but this may not be the case each year.  
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The number of families joining the College continued to grow and students reported that they are 
happy and engaged. The average student attendance rate for the year was __ . 
 
 
Year Three, Five and Seven Tests – 2006 
College students performed well in the annual QSA Year 3, 5 and 7 tests achieving at or above 
the State average in Years 3 and 5 for most areas in literacy and numeracy.  Year 7 results were 
somewhat lower particularly in numeracy.   
These tests allow the College executive to compare our results with other Queensland students 
to identify areas of strength or weakness in our pedagogy.  From year to year we find that 
different cohorts of students achieve different results and as our enrolments increase annually 
new students can sometimes impact our results.  From 2007 our Curriculum Coordinator will 
prepare a longitudinal study to track control groups in each cohort through these Year 3, 5 & 7 
tests.  We continue to find that students who have been at the College from the beginning (prep 
year) achieve good results in the Year 3, 5 & 7 tests.  The following results relate to the 
percentage of our students above the national benchmark. 
Year 3   Numeracy 97%   Reading & Viewing 100% Writing 97% 
Year 5 Numeracy 87%   Reading & Viewing  87% Writing 100% 
Year 7  Numeracy 60%    Reading & Viewing 91% Writing 96% 
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The official opening of our new College buildings - I, J, and K blocks as well as Preparatory - is 
currently being organized for 2007.  We are delighted with the architectural concept of our 
College master plan, and look forward to the official opening. 
Our 2007 Stage 5 building project is currently out to tender and the construction of our 
Technology/Performing Arts Complex is expected to begin in a couple of months.  This is an 
exciting project and will complete our specialist buildings for the Middle School and Senior 
College. 
This complex will include a lecture theatre which may also be used for performances.  This 
building will also provide music and drama general learning area (GLA’s) with additional studios 
and dressing rooms, a technology area for manual arts/design technology and a CAD room.  This 
building will be completed at the end of 2007 ready for the 2008 school year. 
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Our current Block Grant Application for Stage 6 (to be built 2008) is an additional double storey 
classroom block. 
As the College continues to grow numerically and in reputation we look forward to continuing the 
vision which the Lord gave so many years ago.  This year begins a new phase of the College’s 
development – the Senior years.   
Over the next few years it will become very apparent that students will need to be enrolled in the 
junior or primary classes to be assured of a position in Middle School or Senior College.  The 
Board’s current strategic plan is to provide two streams from Prep to Year 12.  At present we 
have either double or one and a half classes in all prep and primary year levels, which will 
undoubtedly create waiting lists within the next year or so.  
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